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What Was Old 
is New Again

(above) This dream home begins with the Timberpeg® framing process (inset) Roof 
truss built using heavy timbers secured with pegs
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Technology and the 21st century have allowed 

today’s construction to advance to a new level, 

ironically a building technique used in the 

19th century is proving to be the latest ‘new’ 

trend in custom home building.

Centuries ago the process of building a home 

may have seemed simplistic, but the principles 

are tried and true methods that create a 

unique, well-constructed home even today.

Timberpeg® Post and Beam homes have 

taken this building method a step further 

by combining the art of mortise and tenon 

joinery with energy-efficient features and 

green building products. The result is an 

energy-efficient home that is breathtaking in 

its beauty, yet warm and inviting. 
(above) Main home and guest house overlooking the vanishing edge pool (inset) MJB Homes and 
Timberpeg® workcrews “stand” the first truss
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The only Timberpeg® home in South Placer 

County is currently under construction in 

Granite Bay; it is being built by Timberpeg® 

Independent Representative, Michael J. 

Bouchard, owner of MJB Homes, Inc. 

Sitting atop a six-acre estate is a home not 

only beautifully built and structurally unique, 

but a home that uses the latest technology to 

save energy, the environment and in the long 

run, money.  

The moment you enter the property everything 

you thought about this antiquated building 

process will be thrown out the Energy Star 

window. Exposed timber gables, real rock 

masonry, tongue and groove white pine 

interior walls, custom niches and stairways 

are just a few of the truly special and unique 

features that this home encompasses. 

Unique is a word that can quickly describe 

a Timberpeg® home. But it goes much 

deeper than just unique. This post and beam 

designed home has the ability to be one of the 

most environmentally smart homes on the 

market. Using renewable resources such as 

timbers, real rock and a lack of materials that 

contribute to air pollution and waste, such as 

drywall, stucco and gallons of paint, are just 

the beginning. 

The use of SIPs (Structurally Insulated 

Panels) allows for a home to be twice as  

(above and below) This dream home begins with the Timberpeg® framing process
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energy-efficient as its traditionally built home 

counterpart, and is considered one of the only 

green framing products on the market. SIPs 

are up to 30% stronger than conventional 

framing and are made from 100% recyclable 

materials.

According to Bouchard, the least energy-

efficient place in a conventional home is the 

attic where the HVAC ducting is typically 

located. Timberpeg® homes are built using 

structural insulated panels on the roof and 

the HVAC ducting is channeled throughout 

the home in air conditioned spaces, both of 

which give the home a much higher efficiency 

rating. AH

Editor’s note: As you can see in these photographs, 

this home is still under construction. At Home 

will follow it through to completion with 

updates and a look at the finished product in 

future issues. Given the unique Timberpeg® 

(above) White pine tongue and groove interior paired with exposed timber beams (below) Steel beam girders insure stability and structural integrity



AH 16   SIERRA HERITAGE AT HOME MAGAZINE

construction and green elements incorporated 

into this project, our view is that presenting it in 

installments will give you a complete perspective 

of how this one-of-a-kind home goes together.

(above) Detached garage matches the home 
in every detail (below) Real rock masonry 
application
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Getting up to Speed

Michael Bouchard, the owner of MJB Homes, a custom home builder 

in Rocklin, California, was approached last year by a couple who 

wanted to build their dream home using traditional post and beam 

construction. With the construction of over 900 homes under his belt, 

Mike thought he’d done or seen it all, but not a post and beam style 

home. To get up to speed, Mike decided some research was in order.

What Mike discovered is that Timberpeg® Post and Beam construction 

is tried and true timber frame that is constructed with one significant 

twist—timbers are secured by wood pegs rather than nuts, bolts and 

brackets. He also learned this centuries-old technique of securing 

timbers with oak pegs is the primary fastening system used by the 

Timberpeg® Company, the 30-year-old leading manufacturer of post 

and beam constructed homes.

 

Timberpeg® works through company-trained independent 

representatives located throughout the country, so Mike decided to 

become an independent representative—but not so fast, it turns out you 

need to go to “Timberpeg college” to qualify as a representative. This 

company-directed program requires extensive training on everything 

from site location and home design to construction and finish detail 

before one can be certified as a Timberpeg® representative. 

Time being of the essence, the owners were anxious to move their 

project along, Mike worked out a deal. Given his experience as a 

homebuilder, the parties decided Mike could to train on the job. The 

deal was that construction would begin on the Timberpeg® home 

and Mike would attend the next training session of Timberpeg®. The 

result of the intense training, small seminars and manufacturing plant 

visits is that Mike is now an authorized indepentdent Timberpeg® 

Representative. 

In this issue of At Home you see the beginnings of Mike’s work on this 

extraordinary home. As indicated we will follow up with Mike and 

his project in subsequent issues of At Home to show his progress and 

ultimately, the finished product. 

For additional information on MJB Homes, phone 916.624.9725 or visit 

mjbhomes.com. For information on Timberpeg® phone 800.636.2424 or 

visit timberpeg.com.

Superintendent Eric Feliz gives perspective to the massive 20’ rock retaining wall




